
 
 

The Connect A – Z of fundraising ideas: 
 
Aerobics - If you enjoy keeping fit - or want to start - why not get people to sponsor you over a certain 
time? 
 
Auction of Promises - Try to get people to donate a promise of their time, use of their belongings, or to 
donate a gift. You can even ask people to donate themselves and auction them as ‘slaves for the day’. 
 
All day event - Ask your local pub or sports club if they can arrange a 24-hour sponsored event such as 
darts, squash or bridge. 
 
Bag it up - Simply ask your local supermarket if you can bag customers' shopping and ask for a donation 
for your service. It's simple, it's a proven way to raise lots of money, and it's a great way to meet people.  
 
Barbecue - Hold a charity barbecue and charge people to come to your party. 
 
Balloon Animals - The special balloons for modelling are available online at nearly all party and magic 
supplies stores. 
·  Have a balloon artist at your fete producing balloon animals to order. 
·  Have a balloon modelling workshop where people have a go at making their own designs 
·  Have a balloon animal competition - you provide the balloons your contestants provide the twist. 
 
Balloon Stomp - This is a great one for a school or sports fundraiser. It is not for the fainthearted 
however. An area of a playing field is cordoned off or you could use a school hall or gym. Contestants 
pay a fee to have a balloon tied to each ankle. On a whistle all the contestants have to try to stamp on 
other people's balloons and pop them. if both of your balloons are popped you are out. The winner is 
the last one with a balloon on their leg. 
 
Balloon Blast - This is best played in a hall or gym. A large number of balloons are inflated and placed on 
the floor of your venue. A few special balloons have a winning ticket placed inside them prior to being 
blown up. Contestants pay a fee to enter. On a whistle all the contestants try to pop the balloons (no 
pins allowed) as quickly as possible to find the winning tickets. The contest ends when all the balloons 
are burst. 

Balloon Pop - This is really a less hectic version of Balloon Blast and is great for fetes etc. Balloons are 
attached to a fence, wall or a ceiling. People then pay a fee to pop one balloon with a pin on a stick. If 
the balloon contains a winning ticket they get a prize. Alternatively you could have them throw darts at 
the balloons. 
·  Tip 1 - You may wish to put a ticket in all the balloons although most will say "Sorry Try Again" or 
something similar 
·  Tip 2 - If you put balloons on the ceiling put some small squares of tissue inside when blowing them 
up. When the balloon pops this comes down like confetti adding to the fun. 

Balloon Release - This is a tried and tested fundraiser but it is popular, very visual and it works. 
The basic idea is that people buy a helium filled balloon. Attached to the balloon is a card with their 
name and details of how to return the card if found. The balloons are released en masse and (hopefully) 
float off into the sky. The card that gets returned from the farthest distance by a certain date wins. 
Distances of several hundred miles are not uncommon. 



 
 

To maximise take up of tickets you need to offer a good first prize.  
Many organisations will also use prizes for the person who sells the most tickets prior to the event etc 
 
There are a large number of companies who will supply all you need for a balloon release. Shop around 
to get the best deal. 
Several companies can also now supply biodegradable balloons and cards - the green option for those 
that don't get returned.  

Baked Bean Bath - Get sponsored to have a bath in beans. 

Book Sale - Dig out all those old books and have a book sale at home or at work. 

Bungee Jump - Sponsor a friend or colleague to take a jump of a lifetime, or better still, do it yourself! 
 
Birthday Presents - Tell all your family and friends not to buy a present but to give you money instead. 
Also works at Christmas. 
 
Bring a pound to work day - Simply ask all your colleagues to bring just a pound to work in aid of the 
charity, then collect together the money and send it to us. 
 
Car boot sale - Have a clear out and sell your unwanted goods at a car boot sale. Friends will usually 
donate items to sell too. 
 
Car Wash - Offer to wash cars for neighbours or even at the local supermarket, (get permission first.) 
 
Cricket Match - Have a knockout contest and charge people to join a team. Charge admission to all your 
spectators and sell refreshments. 
 
Cake Stall - Bake a few cakes or get a friend to help and sell them to your work colleagues to have with 
their morning coffee. 
 
Challenge Events - Walk the Three Peaks or Great Wall of China for a great cause 
 
Coffee Morning - Have a coffee morning at home, get your friends and neighbours round for coffee and 
a chat. 

Come dine with me - Create your very own version of the popular TV show. You and a few friends or 
family all take turns to host a dinner party in one week. At end of each evening, you all rate the host's 
performance. Ask for a donation to take part.  

Cracker race - How many dry cream crackers can you eat in a minute? The most wins a prize. Pay to 
enter. 

Carol Singing - A good excuse for a sing song as well as raising money. 
 
Dance marathon – Get sponsored to dance for as long as you can! 
 
Dinner dance - Have a good band and good food and charge a good price. 



 
 

 
Dry Cornflakes - Set up a line of people and bet who will finish their bowl first. 
 
Dress down day - Have a dress down day at work. Charge everyone a couple of quid to wear their jeans 
to work. 
 
Expert Seminar - Use an expert or well known personality, who is prepared to donate their time to give 
a talk or performance. Charge admission, have a break to sell refreshments and an auction of a signed 
book or autograph. Sports Personalities are good. 
 
Fashion Show - Ask a local store to put on a show in conjunction with your company. 
 
Give a day’s pay - What a difference a day can make. Ask friends and family to donate a days wages to 
charity. 
 
Give it Up – Quit smoking, shaving, chocolate etc for sponsorship 
 
Gladiators - Have a company fun day and charge teams to take part in a competition Gladiators-style 
knockout league. 
 
Golf Match - Organise a charity golf day. 
 
Guess the weight - Of the baby, cake, car, etc closest wins a prize. Charge to enter.  
 
Guess the number - Of sweets in a jar, footballs in a car etc wins a prize. Charge to enter. 
 
Halloween Ball - Sell tickets to a fancy dress Halloween Ball or children’s party. 
 
Ice Cream - How much ice cream can you eat in a minute? Ask people to sponsor you and find out. 
 
It’s a Knockout - Challenge your clients and other companies to a friendly ‘It’s a Knockout’ Competition. 
 
Ironing - Take in ironing for friends and family in return for a donation to your charity 
 
Jailbreak – Drop some friends in a mystery location with no money and dressed as comedy prisoners. 
They have to blag their way home raising money along the way. 
 
Just a Minute - Have a sponsored game show with no repeating, hesitating or deviating. This could 
double up as a presentation training exercise! 
 
Karaoke Evening - Ask a local pub to host one for you and charge people to get in or take part. 
 
Lunch Money - Ask all your colleagues to bring in sandwiches for their lunch and donate the money 
saved to the charity. 
 
Masked Ball - everybody wears a mask of his or her choice. Have a competition to guess who’s who. 
 



 
 

Murder Mystery Evening - Invite friends to a murder mystery evening, when you have finished pass the 
game on to a friend who can have a party of her own donating the money to your cause. 
 
Musical chairs – Go back to your childhood with a musical chairs competition. 
 
Night in for the charity - Stay in for an evening and donate the money saved to the charity. 
 
Open Garden - Open your garden to the public for an afternoon in the summer. Sell afternoon tea and 
plants that you have grown from seed add to the fundraising. 
 
Pamper party - Host a day of indulgence for you and your friends and charge for facials and nail painting 
etc 
 
Party - Invite all your friends to a party, and ask them to make a donation for the price of their ticket. 
 
Publicity - Send a press release to all your local papers asking for sponsorship from the companies and 
individuals. 
 
Pupils Vs Teachers – Football, basketball, singing.. pay to watch! 
 
Quiz Night - Challenge different departments or branches to a friendly intercompany quiz, with prizes 
for the best team, most inventive answer, wooden spoon etc. 
 
Race Night - Hold a race night in aid of the charity. 
 
Shocking sock/tie day - Those who take part are asked to donate £1, those who don't pay a forfeit of £2. 
 
Space hopper race – need we say more? 
 
Sponsored Event Swim, slim, head shave – ask your colleagues and friends to raise sponsorship money 
for you in a fun way. 
 
Sponsored silence – Get people to pay you money to keep quiet! You’ll be surprised how many people 
will part with good money to shut you up!  
 
Treasure Hunt - By car or on foot in your local area. A challenging and fun way to raise big money. 
 
University Challenge - Collect together teams who attended the same or nearby universities and hold a 
challenge to see which university comes top. 
 
Variety Show - Round up your talented friends and tread the boards, charging for admission of course. 
 
Who’s the baby? - Guess who the baby in the picture grew up to be? 
 


